—+»cmyk 


NEW DELHI 


WORLD | America 


‘Porn star Stephanie was 


paid $130K/month to 


stay quiet about Trump’ 


www.asianage.com 


WINDOWS 


India’s captain Virat Kohli 
reacts after dismissing South 
Africa’s batsman Quinton de 
Kock for a duck during the 
first day of the second Test at 
Centurion Park in South Africa 
on Saturday. — AP 
m Report on Page 10 


3 college kids dead 
as boat capsizes in 
Maha, 33 rescued 


Mumbai: An outing at sea 
turned tragic for a group of 
teenage students of K.L 
Ponda high school and 
junior college when three of 
their female companions 
lost their lives after the 
overloaded boat in which 
they were travelling cap- 
sized in Arabian Sea on 
Saturday. Thirty-three stu- 
dents were rescued in a 
massive search. The boat 
was carrying 40 students. 
Full report on Page 2 


Top officers of 
ONGC among 
5 killed in 
copter crash 


AGE CORRESPONDENT 
MUMBAI, JAN. 13 


A Pawan Hans heli- 
copter with seven people 
on-board, including five 
ONGC officers and two 
pilots, crashed off the 
Mumbai coast minutes 
after it took off for the 
state-owned company’s 
oil installation in the 
Arabian sea. 

So far, five bodies have 
been recovered and 
search operations are on 
for others. 

ONGC, Coast Guard 
and Navy pressed heli- 
copters and speed boats 
as soon as the informa- 
tion of the chopper going 
missing was received at 
the Juhu helibase. 

Officials said that they 
are still trying to recon- 
struct the last moments 
before the mishap 
occurred. The helicopter 
lost contact with the air 
traffic control shortly 
after it took off from the 
Juhu Aerodrome at 10.20 
am. It is believed to have 
crashed into the 
Arabian Sea at 10.40 am. 

ONGC officials said 
that helicopters are often 
used to ferry the compa- 
ny’s employees for rou- 
tine inspections to as far 
as 160 kms offshore. 

E More on Page 2 
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NATION | politics 


Siddaramaiah meets Rahul 
Gandhi, says Hindutva 
is BJP’s only issue 


CJI may meet rebel judges 
in bid to minimise damage 


BCI offfers to mediate, forms seven-member delegation 
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J. VENKATESAN 
NEW DELHI, JAN. 13 


A day after four Supreme 
Court judges took the 
unprecedented step of air- 
ing their differences with 
Chief Justice Dipak Misra 
in public, the legal frater- 
nity came together to con- 
trol the damage and mend 
relations between the 
country’s five senior-most 
brother judges. 

The Bar Council of India 
(BCI), a statutory body 
which regulates legal 
practice and legal educa- 
tion in India, formed a 
seven-member delegation 
which will meet the five 
judges and try to resolve 
the issue. 

Amidst indications that 
CJI Misra may meet the 
four rebel judges — J. 
Chelameswar, Ranjan 
Gogoi, Madan B. Lokur 
and Kurian Joseph — on 
Sunday or Monday to set- 
tle the differences, BCI 
chairperson Manan 
Kumar Mishra told the 
media here, “We have 
unanimously decided to 
form a seven-member del- 
egation of the council who 
will meet honourable 
judges of the Supreme 
Court. We want that the 


Supreme Court Bar Association president Vikas Singh 
addresses a press conference in New Delhi on 
Saturday. 


matter be solved at the 
earliest. We have got 
appointment from 23 
judges. We want this mat- 
ter to be solved earliest.” 

Expressing anguish 
over the turn of events, 
Mr Mishra said, “We have 
given an opportunity to 
Congress president Rahul 
Gandhi and other politi- 
cal parties to comment on 
the judiciary. This is 
extremely dangerous. We 
request the political class 
to refrain from comment- 
ing on this issue. We do 
not want the judiciary’s 
image to be tarnished. 


— PTI 


People have unflinching 
faith in the judiciary.” 

Talking about the differ- 
ences between the CJI and 
the four judges on finalis- 
ing the Memorandum of 
Procedure relating to 
judges’ appointment, Mr 
Mishra said, “MoP must 
be finalised at the earliest. 
Judges have been appoint- 
ed through collegium. 
This is not an issue that 
must be taken to the pub- 
lic. We request the judges 
not to give an opportunity 
for such an incident to 
occur again.” 

Together, the CJI and 


This is not an 
issue that 
requires media- 
tion from outside. 
This is an internal 
issue of the institu- 
tion and the institu- 
tion will sort 
it out. 


— Kurian 
Joseph, 
SC judge 


the four judges form the 
Supreme Court collegium, 
the highest decision-mak- 
ing body of the judiciary. 

On Friday, the four top 
judges of the Supreme 
Court had held a press 
conference during which 
they questioned the con- 
duct of the CJI, especially 
over the allocation of 
cases. The judges said 
they had failed to per- 
suade CJI Misra that cer- 
tain things are not in 
order, and left it to the 
people to protect the judi- 
ciary. They warned that 
democracy was under 
threat. 

“We tried to persuade 
the CJI that certain things 
E Turn to Page 4 


PEOPLE 


pial í 


Liam Neeson 
calls sexual 


misconduct 
allegations in 
a ‘bit of a 
witch hunt’ 


Vol. 24 No. 329 | 48 paces | 75.00 


Chidambarams 
raided by ED in 
Delhi, Chennai 


Searches ‘comedy of errors’: PC 


AGE CORRESPONDENTS 
CHENNAI/DELHI, JAN. 13 


The Chennai and Delhi 
homes and official 
premises of former Union 
minister P. 
Chidambaram and his 
son Karti Chidambaram 
was raided by a team of 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) on Saturday. 

The raids, in connection 
with the money launder- 
ing investigation in the 
Aircel-Maxis money 
laundering case against 
Karti Chidambaram, 
were termed as “a come- 
dy of errors” by the for- 
mer finance minister as 
the officers, he claimed, 
were “embarrassed” and 
“apologetic? as they 
could not find anything. 
Mr P. Chidambaram also 
questioned the agency’s 
jurisdiction to investi- 
gate the matter. 

The former Union min- 
ister said the raids were a 
reaction to the notices 
sent out by the Supreme 
Court, which heard his 
son’s appeal on Friday. 
Karti Chidambaram, a 46- 
year-old businessman 
and Congress member, 


Former finance minister 
P. Chidambaram at his 
Jor Bagh residence in 
New Delhi Saturday. 

— BIPLAB BANERJEE 


D ED officers went 
away with a copy of 
one of his speeches 
in Parliament, said 
the former Union 
finance minister 


had questioned the cases 
filed against him. 

“There is no FIR in 
respect of a scheduled 
crime registered by any 
police or agency includ- 


ing the CBI,” Mr P. 
Chidambaram said. “In 
E Turn to Page 4 
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